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of more serious trouble the employees were sent to a hospital
with all expenses paid.
On the works' notice-board were announcements about
the activities of the company's sports club.
" You have a thoroughly up-to-date organisation here/'
I remarked as we neared the end of the tour. " Quite
truthfully, I didn't expect it to be anything like this/'
" Oh yes," Joseph broke in. " It measures up to anything
in the West in everything but output."
The manager of the department we were passing through
at the time assented wryly. " We do our best, but we
can't get the new machines we want. We have had some
for this section on order in both England and America for
months and months, but for one reason or another we
simply can't get delivery."
" It's not purely a matter of machinery," said the assistant
labour officer sadly. " It's partly a matter of mechanical
aptitude among our people. They just haven't got an
instinctive feel for machinery in the way some other races
have. It's not to be wondered at, really. Most of them
are entirely new to the work when they come to us, and
besides, the majority are of peasant stock at only one, or at
most two generations removed."
" That's true," the manager agreed. " I know I was
very pleased last year when I succeeded in getting some of
the men to tend two machines at a time. That was quite
an advance. But when the firm sent me over to America,
I found one operative handling fourteen machines of the
very same type. It sounds incredible, but I saw it with my
own eyes."
" What did your staff here think about it when you told
them ? " I asked, with a grin.
" Oh, they didn't say much," the manager replied cheer-
fully, " but it wasn't hard to see from their faces that they
thought I was the biggest liar in India."
"Exactly," submitted Joseph dryly,    "They thought